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Peter  Williams  appointed  Head  of 
Industrial  Technologies  Department 


Peter  Williams,  a  manager  with  exten- 
sive industry  and  government  liaison 
experience,  has  been  appointed  Head 
of  the  Industrial  Technologies  Depart- 
ment. 

Peter  holds  a  Master's  Degree  in 
Electrical  Engineering  from  the  Uni- 
versity of  Aston  (Birmingham,  Eng- 
land) where  he  investigated  the  elec- 
trical properties  of  barium  titanate 
ceramics. 

A  move  to  Canada  and  the  B.C. 
Hydro  and  Power  Authority  in  Van- 
couver was  next,  where  Peter  studied 
electric  field  effects  from  extra  high 
voltage  transmission  lines  and  audible 
noise  from  the  electrical  plant.  He  was 
later  responsible  for  specification  and 
electrical  testing  of  all  insulators  and 
hardware  for  the  MICA  500  kV  trans- 
mission project. 

In  1977  he  joined  Alberta  Power 
Limited  in  Edmonton,  where  he  was 
responsible  for  planning  electric 
transmission  system  expansion  in  nor- 
thern and  eastern  Alberta.  While  with 
Alberta  Power,  Peter  represented  the 
company  at  the  Advisory  Board  and 
Transmission  Subcommittee  levels 
within  the  Canadian  Electrical  Associ- 
ation R&D  Program. 


Peter  Williams 

In  1980,  Peter  joined  the  Alberta 
Research  Council  and  participated  in 
Provincial  Task  Forces  and  Working 
Groups  in  Electricity  Supply,  Elec- 
tronics and  Telecommunications  and 
microelectronics. 

Later,  as  Head,  Program  Develop- 


ment, he  acted  as  the  focal  point  for 
business  development  at  the  Research 
Council  and  organized  a  coordi- 
nating/assessment committee. 

In  this  capacity,  Peter  coordinated 
the  Joint  Research  Ventures  initiative, 
leading  negotiations  with  four  poten- 
tial partners.  It  was  also  during  this 
time  that  Peter  assisted  in  the  develop- 
ment of  documentation  for  special 
government  funding  approval  and  the 
enabling  legislation  required  for  the 
$10  milHon  Electronics  Test  Centre 
project. 

In  1985,  Peter  took  the  position  of 
Special  Assistant  to  the  Vice-President, 
AppUed  Sciences  Division. 

In  1986,  he  assumed  the  position  of 
acting  head  for  the  new  Industrial 
Technologies  Department,  moved  the 
department  from  scattered  locations  to 
Mill  Woods  and  established  a  new  in- 
itiative in  the  area  of  advanced 
materials. 

Peter  is  currently  a  senior  member  of 
the  Institution  of  Electrical  and  Elec- 
tronic Engineers  and  was  awarded  the 
Canadian  Technical  Association  Re- 
search and  Development  Award  in 
1985  for  service  to  the  electrical  supply 
industry. 


Levels  of  service  announced  for  Research  Council 


The  following  capital  projects  have 
been  approved  for  fiscal  1987/88  for 
the  Alberta  Research  Council: 

•  completion  of  the  High  Head 
Laboratory  in  Devon; 

•  renovation  at  Clover  Bar  for  the 
Pengalta  Test  Rig; 

•  renovations  to  Clover  Bar's  heating 
and  ventilation  systems. 

"In  addition,"  Bill  Cherpeta,  Vice- 


President,  Finance  and  Administration 
says,  "in  Calgary,  Pubhc  Works  will 
exercise  its  option  of  acquiring  more 
space  in  the  Digital  Building  to  accom- 
modate the  Advanced  Technologies  De- 
partment's increased  need.  Treasury 
has  also  provided  a  small  amount  of 
funding  for  unforeseen  requirements. 

"Public  Works  has  had  its  mainte- 
nance budget  for  1987/88  drastically 


reduced.  I  think  we  must  expect  reduced 
levels  of  service  in  nonessential  areas 
such  as  snow  clearance  and  ground 
maintenance.  We  should  also  expect 
that  the  Research  Council  will  be  asked 
to  pay  for  more  of  the  changes  and 
renovations  this  fiscal  year." 

To  make  the  most  effective  use  of 
available  funding.  Public  Works  has  re- 
continued  on  page  three 
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Terrain  Sciences  Department  hosts  working  sessions 


Members  of  the  technical  subcommittee  discuss  the  proposed  structure  of  com- 
puterized databases  being  developed  as  part  of  the  soil  survey  database  project. 
They  are  from  left:  Ed  Staniforth,  Alberta  Municipal  Affairs;  Bob  MacMillan, 
Terrain  Sciences  Department;  Bill  Hay  and  Sudi  Kocaoglu,  Alberta  Forestry 
(REAP)  and  Corrie  Fordyce,  Alberta  Forestry  (AFS).  Not  pictured  are  Subcom- 
mittee Chairman,  Gerry  Coen,  Agriculture  Canada;  Leon  Marciak,  Alberta 
Agriculture;  Nancy  Findlayson,  Alberta  Environment  and  Wayne  Tedder,  Alberta 
Forestry  (Public  Lands). 


A  number  of  government  agencies  have 
joined  forces  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Alberta  Soil  Land  Inventory  Coor- 
dinating Committee  to  help  define  a 
common  structure  and  content  for  soil 
survey  information  collected  in  Alber- 
ta. A  technical  subcommittee  composed 
of  soil  experts  from  these  agencies  is 
overseeing  the  task  of  defining  a  soil 
survey  data  base  which  will  meet  the 
needs  of  all  main  users. 

Bob  MacMillan  of  the  Terrain 
Sciences  Department  was  charged  with 
defining  and  building  the  required  ex- 
ample data  base  with  input  from  the  rest 
of  the  committee.  One  requirement  was 
that  it  be  built  using  data  base  manage- 
ment software,  which  was  easy  to  use 
and  available  to  all  participating  agen- 
cies. It  was  decided  to  use  dBase  III,  a 
software  product  for  data  base  manage- 
ment which  is  widely  available  in  all 
agencies. 

"In  order  to  use  the  software  effec- 
tively, working  sessions  were  held, 
where  committee  members  not  familiar 
with  dBase  III  were  introduced  to  its 
capabilities  and  given  a  basic  under- 
standing of  how  to  use  it  for  the  task  at 
hand.  All  committee  members  could 
then  participate  effectively  in  testing  the 
data  base  concepts  and  respond  with 
criticisms  and  suggested  changes,"  Bob 
says. 

"Several  sessions  were  held  to  ac- 
commodate different  members'  sche- 
dules. Committee  members  came  away 


with  an  improved  capability  to  use 
dBase  III  to  build,  manipulate  and  alter 
the  example  data  files  being  constructed 
to  define  a  soil  survey  data  base.  The 
feedback  has  been  positive  both  in 
terms  of  increased  ability  to  use  dBase 
III  and  in  constructive  criticism  of  the 
initial  data  base  designs  provided  to  all 
committee  members. 

"The  committee  plans  to  have  a  pro- 
totype electronic  soils  data  base  com- 
pleted for  the  example  area  by  late 


April.  It  will  then  be  widely  distributed 
to  all  participating  agencies  for  com- 
ment and  review.  The  project  is  an  ex- 
cellent example  of  cooperation  taking 
place  within  the  soils  community  in 
Alberta,  in  anticipation  of  a  broader 
move  to  convert  natural  resource  infor- 
mation into  digital  form,"  Bob  says. 

The  project  is  funded  by  Alberta 
Forestry  on  a  contract  to  the  Alberta 
Research  Council. 


Policy  -  outside  companies  can  display  wares 


Outside  companies  can  now  display 
scientific  equipment  and  wares  on 
Research  Council  premises,  under  a 
new  pohcy  recently  approved  by  the 
Operations  Committee. 

The  administration  of  the  new  policy 

is: 

•  An  external  vendor  can  display  his  or 
her  wares  at  the  invitation  of  a  re- 
searcher and  the  approval  of  the  re- 
spective department  head.  Approved 
requests  are  to  be  forwarded  in  ad- 
vance of  the  requested  display  date 
to  Facilities  and  Safety  Manage- 
ment. 

•  The  presentation  will  be  at  no  cost  to 
the  Research  Council  and  no  liability 
is  accepted  for  vendors'  equipment 
or  personnel  while  on  Research 
Council  premises. 

•  Facihties  and  Safety  Management 


will  be  responsible  for  reasonable 
preparation  of  the  area  and  liaison 
with  the  researcher  and  company 
making  the  presentation. 

•  Facilities  and  Safety  Management 
will  be  responsible  for  internal 
postings  of  the  date,  time  and  loca- 
tion of  the  presentations.  The  vendor 
may  include  outside  viewers  (by  in- 
vitation only). 

•  It  will  be  the  vendor's  responsibility 


to  set  up  and  remove  his/her  scien- 
tific equipment  and  wares  within  the 
timeframe  agreed  upon  with  Facili- 
ties and  Safety  Management. 
Eugene  Parranto,  Manager,  Facili- 
ties and  Safety  Management,  can  be 
contacted  at  450-5095  for  further  infor- 
mation or  to  arrange  for  a  demonstra- 
tion. 


Technical  seminar  May  19 

Dr.  Steve  Moran,  Terrain  Sciences  Department,  will  present  the  next  technical 
seminar  Tuesday,  May  19  at  11  a.m.  in  the  southeast  Edmonton  auditorium. 
His  topic  is  titled  Plains  Hydrology  and  Reclamation  Project.  All  staff  are  en- 
couraged to  attend  this  seminar  series,  designed  to  increase  awareness  and  ap- 
preciation of  our  research  projects. 


UNIVERSITY  LIBRARY 
iiMi\/c:nciTV  nc  ai  dcdta 


Eleven  employees  who  completed  an  in-house  supervision  skills  course  received 
certificates  from  Dr.  Robert  W.  Stewart,  President.  The  course,  developed  by  the 
Human  Resources  Department,  stresses  the  importance  of  good  communications 
and  interpersonal  skills.  From  left,  front  row,  Tiera  Kureluk,  President's  Office; 
Vivian  King,  Energy  Resources  Division;  Sue  Stadler,  Operations  Division;  Karon 
Tolonen,  Industrial  Development  Department;  Lesley  Latimer,  Human  Resources 
Department;  back  row:  Al  Turak,  Coal  Research  Department;  Lub  Wojtiw, 
Resource  Technologies  Department;  Fred  Noppers,  Financial  Services  Depart- 
ment; Dr.  Stewart;  Wolf  Gut,  instructor;  Mark  Johnson,  Resource  Technologies 
Department;  Jose  Lavata,  Oil  Sands  Research  Department.  Not  present,  Terry 
Macyk,  Terrain  Sciences  Department. 

Twenty-two  supervisors  and  managers  have  completed  the  supervision  skills 
course,  with  another  37  employees  currently  proceeding  through  the  course.  All 
but  two  departments  now  have  staff  enrolled  in  the  program.  Total  participation 
includes  36  professionals,  eight  managers,  nine  technologists  and  12  clerical  and 
administrative  staff. 

Levels    continued  from  page  one 


quested  a  single  point  of  contact  for  all 
ongoing  maintenance  and  repair  re- 
quirements. 

"The  Facilities  and  Safety  group  has 
been  designated  as  the  support  group  to 
which  all  requirements  should  be 
directed.  They  will  prepare  the  paper 
work  and  submit  it  to  Public  Works," 
Bill  says. 

A  survey  of  1988/89  requirements 
will  be  conducted  and  presented  to  the 
Board  of  Directors  on  May  22.  "At  that 
time  we  will  consider  resubmitting  our 
proposal  for  a  new  building  at  Clover 
Bar,"  Bill  says. 

A  change  in  the  level  of  service  was 
also  announced  for  the  southeast  Ed- 
monton site's  warehouse. 

"We  have  had  to  reduce  our  hours  as 
the  warehouse  will  now  be  a  one-person 
operation  and  we  must  still  make  de- 
liveries here  and  to  our  other  sites,"  Bill 
says. 


"Clover  Bar  also  becomes  a  one- 
person  warehouse  operation  and  we  will 
retain  one  person  for  Devon  and  Nisku. 
A  memo  has  been  sent  to  all  staff  which 
outlines  how  everyone  can  get  the  most 
out  of  our  new  levels  of  service." 

Questions  regarding  warehouse  ser- 
vice can  be  directed  to  Randy  Parsons  at 
450-5039. 

Notice  to  staff 

Research  Council  staff  at  the  Mill 
Woods,  Devon,  Nisku  and  Calgary  sites 
will  be  asked  to  pick  up  their  copies  of 
Newsline  and  R&D  from  their  depart- 
ment head  secretaries  starting  with  the 
June  issue.  Extra  copies  of  the  publica- 
tions will  also  be  placed  in  major 
thoroughfares  at  each  of  these  sites. 
This  change  is  necessitated  by  the  time 
and  expense  involved  with  individually 
addressing  the  publications  to  staff. 


Staff  notes 

Dr.  Robert  W.  Stewart  will  transfer 
responsibility  for  the  position  of 
President  of  the  Research  Council  to 
Dr.  Clem  Bowman  June  1,  1987.  Dr. 
Stewart's  last  official  day  at  the 
Research  Council  will  be  May  22. 
Dr.  Robert  Green  will  act  in  his  place 
from  May  23  to  31. 

*  ★  * 

Dr.  Peter  Tremaine,  Oil  Sands 
Research  Department,  has  been 
seconded  to  the  Alberta  Oil  Sands 
Technology  and  Researh  Authority 
(AOSTRA)  for  one  year,  with  the 
possibility  of  renewal  for  a  second 
year. 

Dr.  Tremaine,  who  formerly 
managed  the  Fundamental  Research 
Section,  will  now  manage  the 
AOSTRA/University  Program. 
This  is  a  granting  program  which 
funds  university  research  directed  at 
the  long  range  development  of  the  oil 
sands  or  in  support  or  AOSTRA's 
existing  field  operations. 

While  at  AOSTRA,  Dr.  Tremaine 
will  maintain  an  active  research  pro- 
gram in  the  Oil  Sands  Research 
Department. 

*  ★  ★ 

Dr.  Ted  Cyr  of  AOSTRA,  has  been 
seconded  to  the  Alberta  Research 
Council's  Coal  Research  Depart- 
ment for  one  to  two  years.  He  will  be 
responsible  for  managing  the  Alber- 
ta Research  Council/AOSTRA 
Hydrocarbon  Upgrading  Program. 

*  *  * 
Claude  M.  Sauveplane,  Geological 
Survey  Department,  has  received  his 
Ph.D.  in  Civil  Engineering  (Water 
Resources)  from  the  University  of 
Alberta  with  his  thesis,  "Analytical 
Modelling  of  Transient  Flow  to 
Wells  in  Complex  Aquifer  Systems: 
Characterization  and  Productivity 
of  These  Systems". 

Claude  works  with  the  Research 
Council's  Basin  Analysis  Group  at 
Terrace  Plaza. 

*  ★  ★ 

The  AOSTRA  Annual  Spring  Con- 
ference, Advances  in  Petroleum 
Recovery  and  Upgrading  Tech- 
nology, will  be  held  at  the  Edmonton 
Convention  Centre  on  June  2-3, 
1987.  The  theme  of  this  year's  con- 
ference is  "Moving  Technology  For- 
ward". 

For  more  information  contact 
Gale  Benzer  at  427-7623. 


Finance  and  Administration  Guidelines 
Division  reorganized  clarified 


Finance  and  Administration  Division 

Reorganization 
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Finance  and  Administration  has  been 
reorganized  to  accommodate  a  14  per 
cent  reduction  in  budget  and  the  release 
of  15  people. 

Bill  Cherpeta,  Vice-President,  Fi- 
nance and  Administration  says  Re- 
search Council  staff  may  notice  a  slight 
change  in  the  amount  and  kinds  of  ser- 
vice his  division  is  able  to  provide. 

"Demand  was  down  in  some  areas 
which  meant  we  had  fewer  require- 
ments," he  says.  "The  reduction  has 
forced  us  to  eliminate  any  areas  of  over- 
lap we  may  have  had  before.  If  we  find 
we  are  unable  to  provide  service  our- 
selves during  peak  periods,  we  will  con- 
tract some  of  the  work  out  to  the  local 
economy. 

"The  reorganization  means  we  have 
had  to  merge  some  of  our  departments 
and  increase  the  responsibility  of  some 
individuals,"  he  says.  "All  changes  be- 
came effective  March  4." 

Editing  and  Graphics  have  been 
merged  and  Conrad  Gietz  has  been  ap- 
pointed acting  Manager.  Wally  Hut- 
niak,  formerly  Manager  of  Graphic 
Services,  is  now  responsible  for  the 
recently  acquired  computer  slide  system 
as  part  of  Editing  and  Graphics. 

Editing  and  Graphics  will  now  report 
to  Information  Services,  a  new  depart- 
ment. Sharon  Gee  has  been  appointed 
Director,  Information  Services  and  re- 
tains her  position  of  Manager,  Library 
Services. 

Eugene  Parranto  has  been  appointed 
Manager  of  the  newly  merged  Facilities 
and  Safety  Management  group.  Facih- 
ties  and  Safety  Management,  plus  the 


Materiel  Management  and  Records 
Management  groups,  now  report  to  the 
Administrative  Services  Department 
(approved  in  1981,  this  position  has 
never  been  filled).  Cliff  Cameron  has 
been  appointed  Director,  Administra- 
tive Services  and  retains  his  position  of 
Manager,  Materiel  Management  group. 

"The  reorganization  reduces  the 
number  of  departments  reporting 
directly  to  me,"  Bill  says.  "Eliminating 
the  overlap  by  merging  Editing  and 
Graphics  and  Facilities  and  Safety 
Management  has  also  allowed  us  to 
consider  some  rather  ambitious  pro- 
jects. 

"In  the  area  of  Editing  and  Graphics, 
we  are  looking  at  modernizing  and 
streamlining  our  operations  to  become 
more  self-sufficient.  Possibilities  for 
the  future  of  this  group  includes  desk 
top  publishing  and  an  electronically 
networked,  computer  slide  process,"  he 
says. 

"One  of  the  first  tasks  of  Facilities 
and  Safety  Management  will  be  to  in- 
ventory the  space  available,  by  research 
rating,  at  the  south  Edmonton  site  for 
the  purpose  of  creating  a  long  range 
plan. 

"The  prospects  look  promising  for 
being  able  to  maintain  a  high  level  of 
service,"  he  says.  "However,  over  the 
next  few  months,  we  may  find  ourselves 
redefining  exactly  what  that  level  is." 


Staff  have  expressed  concern  regarding 
the  intent  of  the  guidehnes  outlined  in 
the  March  issue  of  NewsHne  story, 
"New  policy  developed  for  the  manage- 
ment of  large  projects". 

To  clarify:  where  a  department  in- 
tends to  undertake  a  research  or  a 
capital  project  with  anticipated  total 
expenditures  of  more  than  $200,000 
(which  has  an  impact  on  outside  re- 
sources or  will  impose  costs  outside  the 
division)  approval  shall  be  obtained  and 
the  guidehnes  outlined  in  the  above 
mentioned  story  shall  be  followed. 

This  has  been  an  area  of  particular 
concern  in  the  past  year,  where  some 
impacts  have  been  on  Alberta  Public 
Works,  Supply  and  Services. 

Regarding  the  intent  of  the  guide- 
lines. Dr.  Robert  Green,  Vice-Presi- 
dent, Operations,  says,  "we  cannot 
have  people  committing  the  resources 
of  others  outside  their  'groups'  without 
proper  consultation,  regardless  of 
whether  it  is  a  capital  or  research  pro- 
ject." 


Employee  changes 

We  welcome  to  the  Research  Coun- 
cil: Kelly  Allen,  Research  Tech- 
nologist, Industrial  Technologies; 
Elizabeth  Einstein,  Visiting  Scien- 
tist, Advanced  Technologies;  Arvid 
Hardin,  Head,  Coal  Research;  Pat 
Hoffman,  Accounts  Payable,  Finan- 
cial Services. 

We  say  goodbye  to  the  following 
who  left  during  the  past  two  months: 
Richard  Anderson,  Andy  Arseniuk, 
Doug  Bell,  Brenda  Courtier,  Audrey 
Dickie,  Maurice  Engler,  Joan  Ford, 
Julian  Fox,  Don  Gerson,  Guy 
Goyer,  Michael  Huemmert,  Helen 
Ilijoic,  Susan  Iwaskow,  Barbara 
Kosak,  Terry  Krauss,  Cindy 
Lariviere,  Gerald  Legge,  Shelley 
MacEachern,  Anna  Maslowski 
Schutze,  David  Mc Alpine,  Rosalie 
Middlebrook,  Kiry  Non  Chhom, 
Helen  Randolph,  Henry  Range, 
Darrel  Reid,  Stella  Shiu,  Dieter 
Steigerwald,  Stephen  Tate,  Darrell 
Turnbull. 


